
September 6, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 

attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 18th Board of Commissioners 

meeting with changes.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, gave the board a solid waste update on the Norman County 

landfill and what he has heard from Environmental Engineers Wenck & Associates with regard to the MPCA 

work plan.  Garry has been in contact with the Mahnomen County Solid Waste Administrator, Mark Diekman, to 

see what Mahnomen County is considering should the MPCA shut down their landfill.  Garry stated that at this 

point there are 57 unpermitted landfills in the state that are being allowed to operate.  Mr. Johanson also 

informed the board that he will be attending the Solid Waste Administrators Association (SWAA) conference 

next week.     

Mr. Johanson also gave the board an update on the storm damage sustained by the county the night of August 

28th.  Garry noted that the weather service stated that the storm stalled out in the Fertile/Gary area and left a 

debris ball larger than they have ever seen in the county.  He stated that the classification was an EF-2 with 

tornadic winds of 125 mph.  Garry has submitted a Declaration of Disaster to Homeland Security Emergency 

Management and he is collecting information on the damages sustained by public use entities.   

Jill Murray, Assessor, updated the board on options for disaster credit with regard to property values and 

property taxation through the Assessor’s Office.  She stated that there would need to be a Federal Disaster 

Declaration in order for taxpayers to take advantage of a Homestead Disaster Credit and she did not feel this 

would be forthcoming.  She has reviewed this but stated that the county was not eligible at this time.  She did 

note that taxpayer’s may call to ask for a reassessment for damage and that the burden is on the property 

owner to report building damage for reassessment.   

County Highway Engineer, Jerilyn Swenson and Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, presented the 

Road & Bridge agenda.   Bob estimated there was $30,000 to $40,000 in damage to roads in the county from the 

August 28th storm, with tree damage and water running over the roads, to a slide south of Dean Bentley’s on 

county road 29.   

Ms Swenson gave a construction update, stating that Knife River was beginning today in the northeast portion of 

the county on the edge milling and slope for the two projects that they received the bid on.   

Jerilyn also mentioned the City of Ada tree planting date of October 8th, with the city planting 150 trees, the bulk 

of which will be planted along the Agassiz Trail running through Ada, with some being planted in the parks in 

Ada.   

Bob Ramstad stated that they have been looking at upgrading their current Bobcat skid steer loader, which was 

purchased initially for use at the County Recycling Center years ago, because this unit is too light for what they 

are wanting to use it for.  He stated that he has found a 2010 Case Skid Steer 440 CT two speed model with 937 

hours at Titan in Fargo which with trade-in allowance of $4,510 could be purchased for $24,490.  After much 

discussion and Bob assuring the commissioners that this would be a very handy machine for snow removal at 

the courthouse and Wimmer Cabins as well as being useful at the Highway Dept for a multitude of things, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve purchase of the Case Skid Steer from Titan in Fargo.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn also updated the board that she had contacted Kerry Purser regarding the proposed Highway Dept 

building project for a more refined estimate.   

Engineer Swenson then presented her 2017 budget request for the Highway Dept and the Agassiz Trails.  After 

discussion the board requested that she take a second look to see if she could trim some from her proposed 

2017 budget.   

Ben Anderson, Regional Extension Director, presented the proposed 2017 Extension budget and after some 

discussion thanked the board for their support.    

County Attorney, James Brue, entered the meeting.  The board asked James where the contract with the City of 

Hendrum and Norman County for protective services was at.  He stated the contract should be done shortly, 

that at this point it was in the Sheriff’s hands.   



Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented an affidavit for duplicate of lost warrant, #410834 issued to Shelly 

Township in the amount of $18,988.57, signed by Kristi Bowling, Shelly Township treasurer.   Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve issuing a duplicate check to Shelly Township hereby waiving the 

indemnifying bond.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.           

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented a request to accept a donation from Cornerstone Advocacy Service in the 

amount of $23.00 for the Crime Victim Advocate.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept the 

donation with a second to the motion by Commissioner Hall and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then presented resolution CR 09-06-2016-1 Appointments to the Mid-State Computer 

Cooperative.  She explained that Rick Munter, who has retired from the county, served as the designated 

representative for Norman County and requested that the board appoint herself as the designated 

representative, with Jill Murray, County Assessor, appointed as the alternate designated representative for 

Norman County.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to appoint Donna as the designated representative 

with Jill Murray as the alternate designated representative for Norman County.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson also asked the board to appoint her as the trustee to the county’s 457b Deferred 

Comp Plan with John Hancock Retirement Plan Services, administered through Wenzel Financial Services due to 

the retirement of Mr. Munter.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to appoint Auditor-Treasurer Hanson as the 

trustee for the 457b Deferred Comp Plan.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson also brought forth information regarding the Norman County Loan Pool and the fact 

that we needed to have a new person appointed to the loan pool due to Rick’s retirement.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to appoint Donna to the Norman County Loan Pool.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, was in to visit with the commissioners regarding the tree damage sustained on the 

courthouse grounds, relaying that the eastern large pine tree split off at the top and landed on the yard and 

asking the commissioners if they wanted to remove the entire tree due to the damage to the tree.  He also 

reminded them the western pine tree was damaged in a July 2012 storm.  After discussion no decision was 

made at this point.   

Kelly also mentioned that we lost more shingles in the past few wind storms and he will be contacting Kent 

Schmitz, the contractor who originally placed the shingles.  Kelly did inform the board that he had done some 

checking on the generator and found that it was installed in 1997 by Rick Electric.  The board advised Kelly to 

follow up with Brad Visser regarding generator maintenance and to check the transfer.   

Mr. Kappes also asked the board if we were going to bid snow removal for the courthouse parking lot and 

Wimmer Cabins again this year as this would be the time to be doing it.  The board informed Kelly that the 

Highway Dept would be doing the snow removal for the courthouse parking lot and Wimmer Cabins as they are 

getting a new skid steer loader.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the payment of the following bills:   

Revenue - $20,674.17  Building - $23,277.38  Public Health - $445.52 

Solid Waste - $129.09  County Homes - $486.44 Road & Bridge - $84,210.67 

Total - $129,223.27 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m. for lunch.   

Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. to discuss 2017 budget proposals.  After meeting with 

Sonja Meline, Crime Victim Advocate, James Brue, County Attorney, Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, and 

Donna Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Jacobson at 2:45 p.m.   

 

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


